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Mascoma Watershed Conservation Council 
Attention: Kurt Gotthardt, Chair 
PO Box 704 
Enfield, NH 03748 
 
April 22, 2016 
 
Re: McKee Parcel, Canaan, NH 
 
Mascoma Watershed Conservation Council,  
 
The Board of Directors of Friends of Mascoma Foundation (FOM) met on April 21, 2016 
and one agenda item was a discussion of the pending purchase by the Mascoma Watershed 
Conservation Council (MWCC) and the Canaan Conservation Commission (CCC) of the 
McKee Parcel/Bird-in-Hand-Farm (BIHF) on LaFortune Rd. in Canaan, New Hampshire. 
FOM would like to voice our support of this purchase, this parcel is very valuable to our 
community and our district’s students. 
 
As explained to us, the 232 acre McKee Parcel (BIHF) was protected through the Land 
Conservation Investment Program administered by the State of NH in 1990. The owner, 
Brownlee McKee, lived out most of the rest of her life on the homestead. Since then, a 
series of owners and/or renters have occupied the homestead and presently the property is 
in disrepair. 
 
The previous owners defaulted on their mortgage, and the property is now held by 
Mascoma Savings Bank (MSB). MSB was approached by representatives of both the MWCC 
and the CCC to discuss acquiring the property. MWCC notified FOM they just completed 
negotiations with the bank and expect to sign papers in the next week or so, which is very 
exciting news! 
 
BIHF is bordered by the Bear Pond Natural Area (BPNA) and the town of Canaan’s100 
acre town forest. In 2007, the CCC used funds from the Canaan Conservation Fund to 
construct a Nature Hut using volunteer labor and the expertise of the Mascoma Valley 

Regional High School shop teacher and his students for the use of the community. A network of trails was also established 
by the CCC on the property. The location of the BIHF relative to the other properties and combined with the Mascoma 
State Forest (MSF) could develop into a valuable Mascoma Valley Regional School District (MVRSD) resource of over 
1700 acres for environmental education and ecological research. 
 
The Wellborn Ecology branch of the NH Charitable Foundation, an Upper Valley based entity with expertise in the 
current state of place-based educational opportunity throughout the Upper Valley, has identified the Mascoma Valley as 
an area in particular need of such curricula. FOM sees an enormous amount of potential in partnering with MWCC, CCC, 
and the Wellborn Institute in developing much needed place-based educational opportunities for our district’s students. 
We wholeheartedly support this endeavor and look forward to working together in the future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Holly, Kate, Carol, Doug, Matt, Beth, Andrew, and Katie 
 
The Friends of Mascoma Board of Directors 


